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Greetings Shepherd University friends and family! 
I hope this note finds you and your families 
safe and healthy. Needless to say, we are in the 
midst of challenging times; however, “this too 
shall pass.” The COVID-19 pandemic has been 
disruptive to say the least. If there is ever a time 
for all to pull together and to focus on the greater 
good, I couldn’t think of a better time such as 
“NOW.” It is times like these, times of challenge 
and uncertainty, that we are forced to elevate our 
thinking and our action. Without a doubt, many 
of you have already answered the bell and have 
reached out to those in need by supporting local, 
regional, and/or national endeavors designed 
to fill critical resource voids. For that, the SUAC 
commends you and your efforts!

Shepherd University, specifically our athletic 
department and student-athletes, are also 
counting on your continued annual support. It is 
only through your generosity that we are able to 
compete at our highest level and the 2020-2021 
season will be no different. 

On behalf of SUAC and the athletics program, my 
ask of the many friends and family of this great 
university is as follows:

¾ Join SUAC Today—Your support is needed 
and important!

¾ Give At Your Highest Level “Annually”—
Without consistent financial support, we 
simply cannot fulfill the mission of SUAC…. 

From the SUAC President

A mission that is committed to elevating 
Shepherd University Athletics to limitless 
bounds.

¾  Spread the Word—Imagine our reach and 
impact if everyone just gives a little…

Again, I thank you for support and look forward 
to what the future holds for Shepherd University 
Athletics…. 

Go Rams—Onward and upward! 

Sincerely,

Scott Bradford-Doleman ’95 and ’99  
SUAC President

SHEPHERD UNIVERSITY ATHLETIC CLUB

ATHLETICS Newsletter

Shepherd University Athletic Club
www.suathleticclub.org
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Coach’s Corner

First, Congratulations on a tremendous season. 
21 wins, 9 losses with 14 wins in your inaugural 
season in the PSAC (Pennsylvania State 
Athletic Conference)!

Given that SU was transitioning from the MEC 
(Mountain East Conference) to the PSAC, did 
you plan to or have to make any adjustments to 
your coaching style to a different style of play 
this season?

Not really. We knew that the teams in the PSAC 
would have two big bodies, and we’re used 
to playing four guards with one post but we 
wanted the other teams to adjust to us and what 
we do. My coaching style never changed but 
we always made adjustments based on who we 
were playing. The best part about the PSAC is 
the level of competition from top to bottom. Our 
players came ready every game because we 
knew there was always a possibility of getting 
upset. No matter who we faced, we knew it was 
going to be a tough matchup.

What was your expectation for this team when 
the season started and did it change as the 
season and the team progressed?

Every year we set high expectations for 
ourselves. There was an unknown of what we 
were going to face, competing against some 
of these teams for the first time. When the 
preseason rankings came out and we were 
ranked eighth out of nine, that really fired our 
players up. We knew the talent that we had 
and we knew we had a good point guard in 
Abby but we didn’t know when she was going 
to come into her own. Once we saw what she 
could do, I think our expectations grew a little 
bit, just because that’s such a key position and 
with her being a freshman, we didn’t know 
what to expect. We wanted to compete for a 
championship and that is our goal every year.

From a spectator’s perspective, the entire team 
looked like they all had fun playing the game 
and had that chemistry that fosters winning. 
How much fun was this season for you?

This year was probably the most fun I’ve had 
and that’s a direct correlation to the leadership 
we had on the team. We had very good leaders 
who made practices fun and made sure players 
were ready to go. If you looked on our bench 
and saw the reactions of the players and the 
coaches, we were always having a good time. 
When I see the players having fun on the court 
or if they see me having fun on the sidelines, we 
feed off each other. That energy is contagious. 

Season endings are always tough. What was 
your message to the players once you knew 

Jenna Eckleberry, Shepherd University Women’s Basketball Head Coach

that the team had played 
their last game of the 
season?

I let them know that there’s 
only one team in the country 
that wasn’t going to be 
feeling the way that we were. 
There’s only going to be one 
winner. I reminded them 
of the good things we did 
and what we accomplished 
this season. I also told them 
to remember the feeling 
of losing. We knew that 
Shippensburg was going to 
be a great team. They won 
our league, and we ended 
up losing to them but that 
doesn’t mean we want to 
feel this way again next 
year. Ultimately, I wanted 
them to know how proud I 
was of them. They gave me 
everything they had, every 
single practice, every single 
game.

Did you all get together and 
watch the NCAA D2 selection 
show or did you already 
know your fate prior to it?

No, we didn’t get together. 
We already knew our fate. We 
lost to Shippensburg our last 
two games, and they weren’t 
in the top 10 either. An upset 
in the CIAA really hurt us, and 
they took the number eight 
spot, which we really wanted. 
I told Abby and Marley that I was almost glad we 
didn’t make the tournament because it ended 
up being canceled. I would rather know our fate 
than the unknown of what could’ve been.

With a core group of sensational talent all 
returning, including the reigning Freshman 
of the Year and three All-PSAC year-end 
selections, you know expectations will be high, 
but what will it take for this team to take the 
next step and win the PSAC championship?

I think everyone needs to work hard in the 
offseason and get better. We were the surprise 
team this year, not for us but for every other 
team. We pulled out some games that could’ve 
gone either way, so our players need to step it 
up and continue to improve. We’ve earned the 
respect of our opponents and I know our players 
are up to the challenge. 

What is the most important need that you 
would like to take a minute to discuss with our 
SUAC members, SU alumni, former student 
athletes, and friends of SU? 

The biggest thing we need is scholarships 
and money for our program. We have great 
alumni connections with former players, and 
our support from the community at games 
has been growing. I want to compete for 
national championships, not just conference 
championships. Additional scholarship money 
would allow us to go after transfer students and 
ultimately, be more competitive. 

Jenna, thank you so much for your time today, 
and we wish you and your teams continued 
success in the future! ¾
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Winter 
Highlights
Women’s Basketball

The Rams finished the season with 21 
wins against 9 losses (14 PSAC wins) in 
their first season with the PSAC.

Abby Beeman was named PSAC East 
Freshman of the Year. Beeman and 
Sydney Clayton were named to the 
All–PSAC East first team, while Marley 
McLaughlin was selected to the second 
team. Beeman set a SU single season 
record for assists in her first season 
as a Ram while Clayton tied a single 
season mark for blocked shots.

Men’s Basketball

The Rams finished their season with a 
record of 14 wins and 15 losses.

Senior Thomas Lang finished his 
illustrious career being selected to 
the All-PSAC East first team. Lang, a 
premier performer over the last four 
years, finished his career at SU third 
all-time for three pointers made and 
tied for 14th all-time in scoring. In his 
final season, he broke his own record 
(from the 2018-19 season) for most 
three pointers made in a single season 
and set a single game mark for three 
pointers made. 

Both the womens’ and mens’ 
basketball teams will return many 
players for next season. The future of 
SU basketball looks very bright! ¾

In Season

Upcoming 
Events
Ram Fest
Friday, August 28

SUAC Homecoming Event
TBA

Baseball, Tennis, Softball, Golf, Lacrosse. 
Shepherd University spring sports that typically 
have us outside and cheering on our Rams were 
not able to play. Fields and stadiums across 
the campus were empty. A few months ago, 
student athletes were gearing up and seasons 
had just begun and then it happened. COVID-19, 
the infectious virus that swept across the world 
entered the United States and shut down every 
sport for the season and ended many student 
athletes’ careers without the opportunity to 

play it out. All students were removed from 
school and online classes became the reality 
for everyone. The following section contains 
interviews of Shepherd University lacrosse 
coach Jenny Cavey, golf coach Charles (Chuck) 
Ingram, and VP of Shepherd University Athletics 
Chauncey Winbush. It’s important that we get a 
feel for what it was like for the student athletes, 
the coaches, and the university and the effect it 
had on them. ¾

Thanks for taking the time to talk about the 
experience of this past season that wasn’t. What 
is the emotion today when you reflect on losing 
the spring golf season?

I was very disappointed because I felt my players 
were starting to play really well. I felt that the 
guys were ready for the spring. Our practice 
round in North Carolina went really well and we 
had one of our highest scores. I thought it was 
going to be a good spring for us, which was going 
to help us with recruiting down the road. 

What are you telling players today as it relates 
to preparing for your next set of matches 
whether that’s in the fall or next spring?

I tell them to keep working on their game, keep 
hitting balls and playing rounds as much as 
possible to be ready for the fall, if there is a fall. 
They need to mentally prepare for the fall so if the 
time comes, they’ll be ready to play. 

What did you miss most about the spring 
season and how were you able to deal with 
that?

I really missed being around our seniors, Mike and 
Owen. They are really good people and you want 
the best for them. It was hard to see them lose 
their senior season especially when I knew they 
were going to have a good spring. Both of them 

had been preparing themselves for it. 

What were your expectations for this group of 
student athletes coming into the spring?

We always want to finish in the top three and if 
we can get lucky and win one, that’s great. It’s not 
always your talent; sometimes you need luck out 
there. The ball has to bounce right for you and it 
has to go in the hole at the right time.

We are all aware that you lost your season, but 
you also lost some fundraising events. What 
is your immediate plan for fundraising and 
what can our members and readers do to help 
support them?

First of all, I want to thank the SUAC for all that 
they’ve done so far. I also want to thank the 
community of Shepherdstown for supporting 
the women’s golf program with scholarship 
money. On July 24 I plan on having a two-person 
scramble at Cress Creek country club. I’m also 
trying to organize a fundraising event at Top Golf, 
once they reopen. 

Thanks very much for your time with us and we 
are very sorry for your team’s loss of season. 
We look forward to all SU athletic teams 
competing and succeeding in the coming 
months and year. ¾

Chuck Ingram, Men’s Golf Coach
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CONNECT WITH US
Find up-to-date information and events

www.facebook.com/shepherdramssuac

www.suathleticclub.org

DONATE
www.suathleticclub.org/join-the-suac-today

SUAC Information
The SUAC board would like to wish everyone 

the best as we continue to move through 

uncharted waters in our lives. As a nation, as 

one people, we will persevere and have a better 

world for that perseverance. It also would like to 

thank you for your support of this organization. 

Without you, student athletes and the university 

would not be able to compete in athletics at any 

level. That said, we will continue to ask, even in 

tough times, that you consider becoming a 
member of the Shepherd University Athletic 
Club and stay active in your maximum level of 
giving each year. 

The SUAC mailer will be going out to you in 
the very near future and will provide you with 
information on the athletic club, its mission 
and how you can help student athletes by 
joining this organization. ¾

Did you 
know?
Wayne Wilson ’81, a standout 
running back at Shepherd and a 
member of the SU Athletic HOF 
Class of ’86 was recently part of 
ESPN1420.com’s best New Orleans 
Saints by number. 

https://espn1420.com/the-best-
saints-by-numbers-30-39

Wilson, who wore #30 with the 
Saints, was identified as the best 
Saint to ever wear #30. He was 
drafted in the 12th round of the 1979 
draft by the Houston Oilers. Wilson 
was picked up that same year by the 
New Orleans Saints where he played 
from 1979 through the middle of the 
1986 year. He was a member of the 
Minnesota Vikings when inducted 
into the Shepherd Athletic HOF in 
1986 and played his final season with 
the Washington Redskins in 1987. ¾

The average GPA over all Shepherd 
athletic teams was 2.97 with eight 
of the 12 teams over a 3.0 GPA 
for the 2019-2020 Fall Semester. 
Congratulations to all of the 
programs’ student athletes and their 
excellence both in the classroom and 
their respective sport ¾

First off, we are very sorry that your team 
wasn’t able to compete in many games this 
spring due to the Covid-19 pandemic.

Can you describe your emotions today as you 
hear that?

Emotionally, I wasn’t thinking. I was worried 
about my players and how they were doing. I 
couldn’t process my own emotions until after I 
was done worrying about them. Shocked would 
be the best way to describe it, because I’ve 
never been through anything like this before.

Going back to the beginning of your season, 
your team was off to a really good start. What 
was your expectation for your team when you 
started the season?

I definitely had very high expectations. This 
was our first year in the PSAC, and we wanted 
to make a name for ourselves. We knew it was 
going to be very competitive, and we wanted to 
make a statement that we weren’t a team that 
was going to be rolled over by the other schools.

How and when did you and your team find out 
about the season being canceled?

The press release that came out from the 
athletic department was how the team found 
out about their season being canceled. 
Unfortunately, I wasn’t on campus at the time to 
have a team meeting and tell them myself. Later 
that day, we had a meeting with the team so that 
we could reflect on the situation.

What were the reactions from your student 
athletes?

Tears. I think because there were so many 
unknowns at the time. Our team had just come 
off a loss to Bloomsburg, and we didn’t play 
to our full potential. A couple of days later we 
found out our season was over so we were really 
upset that our season ended, not just because 
of COVID-19 but because of how we performed 
in our last game. Obviously, our seniors were 
very emotional and the rest of our team was 

Jenny Cavey, Shepherd University Women’s Lacrosse Head Coach

emotional because of how this affects everyone 
else.

What did you tell your seniors who, at the time, 
lost their final season?

We met with the team and then we met with 
seniors afterward. We wanted to have a moment 
with our seniors for them to reflect on their 
leadership and their contributions to the team. I 
wanted to console the seniors and at the same 
time let them know that they made a positive 
impact on the program. 

What have you been able to communicate to 
them in regard to today’s reality and preparing 
for a season next spring?

We’ve just been planning as if we’re going to 
play. We are staying optimistic that we are 
going to come back to school and things will 
be normal. We just had exit meetings with our 
players and told them what they need to work 
on during the summer to improve. They were 
also able to give us some feedback of what 
they thought from the season. Next season 
will basically be our first in the PSAC so we’re 
looking forward to working hard in the offseason 
so that we can come back stronger.

How will you manage scholarship dollars with 
the extended year of eligibility that the NCAA 
has granted?

In the future, if our juniors and sophomores 
decide to stay their extra year, we have to be 
smart about what we offer those students. If we 
know how much scholarship money we have 
staying, then we know how much we can bring 
in with new students. Next year we are bringing 
in a big freshman class, so we’re making sure 
that we budget for our upperclassmen. 

Jenny, thanks so much for taking the time for 
this interview. We know that this has been a 
difficult spring, and we all wish you and your 
team the best as SU and it’s athletic programs 
move forward from this. ¾
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Catching Up with the Vice President for Athletics

Chauncey, we appreciate your time in this not 
so normal time in our lives so thank you for 
joining us.

As VP for Athletics, you know all the coaches 
and many of the student athletes. What was 
your feeling from a university perspective and 
a personal perspective when the spring sports 
seasons were lost?

You immediately feel disappointment for the 

student athletes who work really hard to prepare 

for their seasons. Some of whom had already 

begun their season but had it cut short.  The 

President, Dr. Hendrix, and I had a really difficult 

decision to make but we had to look at the 

health of the university and the community. You 

definitely feel for the student athletes who lost 

most of their season but I think you have to look 

at the bigger picture, which is putting the health 

of our community in perspective. 

Can you take us through those sequence of 
events from the NCAA and PSAC guidance 
at the start of possibly losing games to the 
eventual loss of the seasons completely?

Once there were COVID-19 cases within 

the communities of PSAC membership, the 

discussion started among the athletic directors 

with the leadership of the conference as to 

what direction we were headed, in regards to 

spring competitions. We were certainly taking 

the leadership of university presidents, as 

some institutions were thinking about closing. 

Through the advice of athletic directors and 

the conference office, the decision was made 

to start canceling spring break trips for tennis, 

golf, and softball teams. We wanted to postpone 

things for a couple of weeks to see where the 

community was going, where the country was 

going with regards to COVID-19. After that, the 

NCAA came back and said we needed to shut 

down seasons and tournaments.

SU was having a successful athletic campaign 
in its first seasons in the PSAC. What were your 
expectations of the spring seasons and how do 
you build on this initial first season?

I think when we made the decision to transition 

into the PSAC, the expectation was for everyone 

to be successful but in a realistic world, we 

knew that wouldn’t be the case. We take a 

look at the programs that have had success 

over the past several years: football, volleyball, 

baseball, and softball. My thoughts were that 

those teams would have success. I think what we 

should continue to do is recruit the best student 

athletes that we can. Our fall and winter sports 

were able to see the competition in the PSAC, 

so now they can make adjustments. When our 

spring sports are able to compete against the 

other PSAC schools, they’ll be able to see where 

we are as a program and make adjustments 

from there

In looking at the impact of COVID-19, what will 
SU and its athletic programs need to ensure that 
our teams compete safely and at a high level as 
you look to the coming months and year?

That’s something that we’re looking at right 

now. Obviously, the biggest buzzword is social 

distancing. As an athletic administration, 

university administration, and as a conference, 

we’re looking at how we can practice social 

distancing while also preparing our student 

athletes how to be successful on and off the 

field. It’s going to be a tall task but we’re 

going to rely on the university leadership, 

the conference leadership, and our athletic 

training staff on how to handle certain 

scenarios or situations. If we have to limit the 

number of students allowed in a computer lab 

or classroom, we’ll certainly abide by those 

guidelines.

Knowing this newsletter is being released in 
early June, is there any information you can 
provide as it relates to the upcoming athletic 
seasons and where our members and readers 
can go to find information as it becomes 
available?

Once we get by this initial vote by the 

president’s council and those committees 

with regards to where we’re headed, that 

will certainly help us with scheduling. The 

vote with occur on May 19. We’ll obviously be 

using our social media and website in order 

to communicate to the masses where we’re 

headed. We’ll make sure we use every platform 

we have to make sure our fans, alumni, and 

students are informed. ¾


